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History of Bias Op-Ed 

 

A man killed 59 people on Sunday evening, peppering a crowd of 20,000 with metallic evil from a series 

of doctored weapons in an attack touted as the Deadliest Mass Shooting in American History. The 59th 

was himself.  

 

A man injured more than 500 people – people who fled for their lives. Bullets grazed skin and struck 

squarely, and they hammered into the hearts and minds of a nation.  

 

It was a white man who did that, a 64-year-old white man named Stephen Paddock who meticulously 

prepared his attack, who placed surveillance cameras on places like room service delivery carts and 

prepared over 40 different weapons in his Mandalay Bay hotel room and sent his girlfriend away to the 

Philippines.  

 

I’m a white young woman from an upper-middle, blue-collar Democratic background. I consider myself 

highly educated and hope to earn more degrees in the year to come. I grew up in a small town in Florida, 

one of my parents graduated college, and I met my first Jewish person at the ripe old age of 15. The only 

African-American friend I had growing up was the son of a retired NBA player, and he was my first 

boyfriend.  

 

In spite of these facts – or, perhaps, because of them – I keep asking myself: am I truly relieved that 

Stephen Paddock is a white man? Can one even feel relief after nearly 60 people are murdered? How 

would this have played out had he been black, or Muslim, or Mexican? What if the victims had been 

black, or Muslim, or Mexican?  

 

Further, regarding my background, what kind of authority do I even have to comment on issues like 

this? What responsibility do I have?  

 



In a vacuum, lawmakers should be quickest to act when the gunmen who perpetrate these shootings are 

white. They should say to themselves, “Clearly this isn’t a race issue. This isn’t an immigration issue. 

We have nothing else to pin it on… This must be a gun issue! Let us act swiftly.”  

 

Events like this, where the ‘highest-value’ white Americans are murdered, where white children and 

schoolteachers in Connecticut are murdered, should garner the most attention. They should affect 

change. 

 

We know what happens when low-value Americans are murdered. Massacres like Fort Pillow in 1864 

when more than 275 mostly black troops were killed by Confederate troops when trying to surrender, or 

Wounded Knee in 1890 when members of the US 7th Calvary attacked and killed between 130 and 250 

Sioux women, men, and children in South Dakota garnered little to no media attention. White-owned 

outlets preferred to focus on white issues. Minority outlets were shut down quickly if they existed at all. 

 

We know what happens when low-value Americans are murdered today. The murders of Freddie Gray, 

Sandra Bland, Philando Castile, Michael Brown, Terence Crutcher, Tamir Rice inspired Black Lives 

Matter movements and marches and protests, but they didn’t – and don’t – warrant effective legislative 

change. The media arguably covers the protests more than they cover the murders themselves, and when 

they do, they sensationalize the stories. The police officers involved walk away stock-free, more often 

than not. 

 

According to an analysis by Mother Jones, out of 62 cases between 1982 and 2012, 44 of the killers 

were white men… members of the same race and sex that make up most of our government.  

 

Am I relieved that Stephen Paddock is a white man? In a way, sure. It makes the cleanest argument for 

gun reform. On the other hand, I can’t think of another racial group closer to that of our governing body 

and thus grouped along with some distorted view of Second Amendment patriotism.  

 

Further, I can’t fathom feeling relief at all these days. 

 


